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November 8, 1994

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FALL OFF-CAMPUS ENROLLMENT UP
CHARLESTON-- A proactive approach by Eastern Illinois University's School of
Adult and Continuing Education to meet the needs of off-campus students has
contributed to an increase in Eastern's fall off-campus enrollment, said Will Hine,
school dean.
"With the help of Randall Brown, director of off-campus and contract programs,
his staff and a survey of off-campus students, the school has been able to learn more
about the students it serves and how to better meet their needs, leading to the
creation of a more well-rounded program," Hine said.
The results have been a 9. 7 percent increase in off-campus student credit hours
and an 8.5 percent increase in headcount. Also, enrollment and student credit hours
in sponsored/contract off-campus classes have increased.
Increased marketing efforts in the Danville, Decatur and Champaign areas,
specifically coupled with businesses in those communities, has also contributed to the
increase in off-campus students, with the most significant growth in EIU classes at
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Parkland College in Champaign.
"When we go to these areas and to these businesses, many of the people have
heard of Eastern's outstanding reputation or have children who attend or have
graduated from Eastern, " Brown said. "We are getting good support because of our
good name and our good program."
Hine said that students in some degree programs can now earn a degree
without ever coming to campus and they are still receiving an equal education to oncampus students.
"We strive very hard to assure that our off-campus classes are comparable in
quality to our on-c ampus classes," Hine said. "A vast majority -- 80 percent -- of offcampus instructors are full-time Eastern faculty.

The course curriculums and

standards are identical."
Ninety-six percent of the students enrolled in off-campus courses have rated the
courses "good" or "very good," Hine added.
He expects the growth in adult and continuing education to continue into the
next decade, but expressed concern that Eastern can't meet the demand for adult
programming unless more resources are made available for off-campus classes.
Eastern offers c lasses at community colleges and high schools in Champaign,
Danville, Decatur, Effingham, Fairfield, Mattoon, Olney, Rantoul, Robinson, Shelbyville
and Springfield.
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